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‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT Os" JUSTICE | 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 . 


January 30, 1976 


2 
Mr. Richard 3-Salant 
President. 7 
BS: News 
51 West 52nd_Street 
New York, New York 10019 ~ 





Dear Mr. Salant: 


The purpose of this letter is to express my grave 
disappointment both in the program concerning the FBI which 
was telecast last Monday night and in oe breach of under- 
standing which it represents. 


-Last April 10th, following a luncheon meeting with 
which was also attended by three other FBI 
officials, I agreed to explore the possibility of doing a 
filmed documentary about the FBI--the current, 1975 FBI-~- 
for CBS-TV. 


: ay 15 and 16, 1975 __————— 
es given an in-depth_tour of our Headquarters 
and Quantico, Virginia, facilities. [explained 


that he would like to portray the FBI through our Agents, and 
he subsequently gave us a brief outline, a copy of which is 
attached, of the potential film sequences he had in mind. 


During his visit,L_ | stated it was his 


intention to utilize very few interviews of persons outside 
the FBI, and he indicated that such interviews would be 
with persons such as Elliot L. Richardson, William D. 
Ruckelsnaus, and/or Members of Congress involved in FBI 
Oversight. In other words, we were led to understand that 
substantial citizens with nationally recognized credentials 
to comment objectively on our performance would be selected 
for any outside interviews that might be conducted. 
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Mr. Richard S. Salant 


Ga 


question our candor in assuring -him last year that we do not 
investigate legitimate organizations such as the Socialist Party. 


I also could point out that at least some up-to-date 
information about the FBI which was requested for use in the 
narration apparently was ignored in the script written for this 
program. However, rather than cite individual errors of fact, 
I prefer to deal with basic matters of faith and principle. 


At the outset of the filming of this program, which 
began at the FBI Academy on July Ps pecans Co Pee b6 - 
that he felt America's news media were at least partly b7C 


responsible for a lamentable decline.in the public's attitude 
toward law enforcement; and he said that CBS's purpose 

in doing a documentary on the FBI was to help bring about a 
change in this public attitude. If this, in fact, was your 
objective, it obviously became lost and forgotten somewhere 
along the path that led to the documentary film which was tele- 
cast on January 26th. 


Scores of men and women at the FBI Academy, at our 
Washington Headquarters, and in the Atlanta and Boston Field 
Divisions cooperated freely and energetically to give the 
CBS personnel assigned to this documentary the most open view 
of the FBI ever afforded any news media personnel. In the 
interest of helping you produce a fair and factual presentation 
of the FBI that exists today, we did our utmost to live up to 
every commitment which we made during the planning and production 
of "Inside the FBI." We are sorely disappointed that our efforts 
were not reciprocated in kind. 


Please understand that my associates and I do not 
question your prerogative--nor the prerogative of any other 
news medium--to decide what you will and what you will not 
present to the American people. In no manner do we seek to 
infringe on the freedom of the press. We do feel, however, 
that the agreements and understandings cited in this letter 
should have been honored, or they should not have been offered 
at all. - 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ C. M. Kelley 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


Enclosure 
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Mr. Richard S. Salant 


I believe you will agree with me that none of the 
outsiders who appeared on the "Inside the FBI" program fits 
this description. 


On the other hand, at the request of your associates, 
I devoted four hours on November 12, 1975, to filming an 
interview with I was led to understand that © b6 
approximately five minutes of the interview would be included b7C 
in the FBI documentary. However, as you undoubtedly are aware, 
not one second of that interview was included in the program. 


"Inside the FBI" contains an interview by 
with the two Special Agents who are assigned to our Athens, 
Georgia, Resident Agency. This was filmed on the afternoon 
of July 9, 1975, and includes a sequence in which 
asks questions regarding what he-terms "a small group of 
socialists at the University of Georgia." The Agent who 
answered these questions understood them to relate to members 
of the Young Socialist Alliance, the youth group of the 
Socialist Workers Party, a Trotskyist~-communist organization. 


Although he does not specify either the Socialist 

Party or any other organization by name, it becomes increasingly 
apparent as the interview continues that|__ č | in fact, b6 
is addressing himself to the Socialist Party, an entirely - b7C 
legitimate organization which we would have no business 
investigating; whereas, the Agent's responses deal with the 

Young Socialist Alliance, a group which the Agent correctly 
describes as "opposed to the American form of Government." 


Two Agents from our Headquarters who were present 
during the interview immediately detected and pointed out 
this misunderstanding to 


discussion ensued which also involved 
[dt rt concluded with 
Agents, in the presence of both and 

that if this portion of ‘the interview were included in the 
televised program, the film would be appropriately cut and 


"dubbed" to correct the confusion and misunderstanding. 
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This was not done; and the fact that it wasn't 
Gone has already caused one high Administration official to 


